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              Community Safety - tool thefts on the up 

Crime has generally been falling in the Vale for the last few years, however, 

un upward trend in crime can now be seen in Violent Crime, thefts of pedal 

cycles and theft from motor vehicles, particularly tool thefts from unattended 

work vans. 

Speaking during the AVDC Cabinet meeting earlier this month (April 2018) 

Cllr Angela Macpherson attributed the increase to ’changes in recording 

practice within police and a new norm being established in certain crime 

types, such as violent crimes’. 

Bucks Museum Trust set to reach out to communities 
The Bucks County Museum Trust are embarking on projects to help them connect with local            

communities across the region. They will be awarded Arts Council Funding through the National      

Portfolio from April 2018.  

Among other things, the funding will support the Rites of Passage Project (2018 - 2022) which will     

enable Bucks County Museum Trust to enhance interaction with communities.   

Bucks County Museum Trust Director Sue Shave 

said: “The project will manage contemporary      

collections from those communities, record their 

stories, create temporary exhibitions and events to 

reflect the past and present stories of              

Buckinghamshire people”.  

The project will represent and study local people 

through their chosen life and milestones by collect-

ing artefacts, creating exhibitions and inviting com-

munities into the Museum for ceremonies and gal-

leries to reveal the true story of our region in 21st 

Century.  

For more information will be available on Bucks 

Museum  website. 

Cllr Angela Macpherson 
AVDC Cabinet Member for 

Communities 

 

Photo by Thames Valley Police showing a selection of recovered 

stolen tools. 

Partnership working with the police 

and AVDC continues to focus on    

burglary from homes. Numerous crime 

reduction events are being held in both 

urban and rural areas, which has seen 

burglary rates remain lower than seen. 

For more Community Safety            

information, visit the Community   

Safety Partnership page on the AVDC  

website. 

   File picture: Al Khayaal Theatre Group performing at  the     

                         Bucks Museum Trust, Aylesbury 2016. 

http://www.buckscountymuseum.org/museum/
http://www.buckscountymuseum.org/museum/
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/community-safety-partnership-news-and-events
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Modern Day Slavery in Aylesbury 

situation of exploitation, controlled by threats,           
violence, force, coercion and deception. There is 
no typical profile of a Modern Slavery victim, as 
anyone can be exploited providing that there is an 
angle of  vulnerability to exploit.  
 
Many individuals do not see themselves as victims 
and there are a number of barriers to disclosure 
including distrust of authorities, fear of not being 
believed, fear of repercussions, isolation,           
self-blame, perceptions of debt bondage and an      
attachment to those who are exploiting them.  
 
Indicators of Modern Slavery can include signs of    
physical or psychological abuse, restricted       
freedom of movement, poor living and working 
conditions and  appearing fearful of authorities.  
 
The Home Office predicted in 2013 that there were 

10,000-13,000 victims of Modern Slavery           

nationally.  

In 2016 the Thames Valley Office of the Police and 

Crime Commissioner estimated that , there were 

as many as 2,462 victims of Modern Slavery in the 

Thames Valley.  

To report suspicion or seek advice, call the      

Modern Slavery Helpline confidentially on 

08000121700 (open 24 hours). 

You can also call the police on 101 at any time to 

report an incident, always dial 999 if there is a 

crime in action or immediate threat to life. 

Between July and December 2017 there were six 
individuals in Aylesbury Vale referred into the    
National Referral Mechanism, the national     
framework for identifying and supporting potential 
victims of Modern Slavery. There were almost 200 
referrals across Thames Valley in the year 2017.  
 
Modern Day Slavery covers many different types of 
exploitation including sexual exploitation, forced 
labour, forced criminality, domestic servitude and 
organ harvesting. This could include someone   
being forced to deal drugs on behalf of an          
organised crime group, or someone who is made 
to undertake household chores and childcare for 
little or no pay whilst being unable to leave the 
house. 
 
Speaking in a recent Independent Advisory Group 

(IAG) meeting in Aylesbury, April McCoig,          

Anti-Slavery Coordinator for Thames Valley Police 

said: “Modern Slavery is not an issue that is      

confined to history. It is happening in every town 

and city across the UK and the Thames Valley is 

no exception. She said, “Within the Thames Valley, 

forced labour, forced criminality and sexual        

exploitation are the predominant exploitation types 

that we are seeing, however it is recognised that 

Modern Slavery is significantly under-reported and 

is often ‘hidden in plain sight’. As such,             

communities have a vital role in recognising abuse. 

If you suspect someone may be a victim of Modern 

Slavery, tell someone. 

Victims of Modern Slavery are unable to leave their 

https://thamesvalley.s3.amazonaws.com/Documents/Victims/Evaluation%20of%20a%20New%20Model%20for%20Identifying%20and%20Supporting%20Victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20FINAL.pdf
https://thamesvalley.s3.amazonaws.com/Documents/Victims/Evaluation%20of%20a%20New%20Model%20for%20Identifying%20and%20Supporting%20Victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20FINAL.pdf
https://thamesvalley.s3.amazonaws.com/Documents/Victims/Evaluation%20of%20a%20New%20Model%20for%20Identifying%20and%20Supporting%20Victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20FINAL.pdf
https://thamesvalley.s3.amazonaws.com/Documents/Victims/Evaluation%20of%20a%20New%20Model%20for%20Identifying%20and%20Supporting%20Victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/news/campaigns/hidden-harm-campaign/
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We welcome your contributions for articles. Please email your ideas to          

CommunityEngagement@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk giving a short description of 

your activity. 

If you would like more information about the Aylesbury Vale Community           

Cohesion and Integration Strategy, or about this newsletter, please contact      

Adam Cheyo at Aylesbury Vale District Council. Phone: 01296 585860        

email: acheyo@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Police in Aylesbury now on Facebook 

 

 

Thames Valley Police - Aylesbury Vale team have recently launched their    

Facebook page. The new account is part of a trial to better engage with the 

community. Local crime prevention events arranged by the neighbourhood   

policing teams and AVDC Community Safety can also be found in the events section - these are also 

communicated via Thames Valley Alert: Community Messaging. NOTE: These communication channels 

cannot be used to report crime, always dial 999 in an emergency or 101 for non-emergency crimes. 

Please like and share https://www.facebook.com/TVPAylesburyVale/   

You can sign up for Thames Valley Alert here: https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/  

Hotel Watch - Prevention of Exploitation in Bucks 

Hotels across all districts in Buckinghamshire are encouraged to support 
Hotel Watch - a scheme aimed at preventing child sexual exploitation and 
domestic violence. 
 
The scheme was relaunched recently, putting more emphasis on raising 
awareness of the signs that may point towards abuse. SAY something if 
you SEE something 

The scheme allows hotel operators, proprietors and their staff to spot signs of child sexual              
exploitation and endeavour to keep a safe environment. Hotels and guest houses participating in the 
scheme display the distinctive Hotel Watch stickers. 

All districts within the county (Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe) are involved in 
the scheme - in partnership with Thames Valley Police. 
If your hotel is interested in becoming a member of Hotel Watch please email your interest to                            
communitysafety@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.  

Action Counters Terrorism: Report suspicious activity and behaviour to tackle terrorism 

Aylesbury Vale District Council urges the public to help the police tackle terrorism and save lives by reporting 

suspicious behaviour and activity. 

Communities defeat terrorism. Don’t worry about wasting police time. What you tell the police is treated in the 

strictest confidence and is thoroughly researched by experienced officers before, and if, any police action is 

taken. 

How can I report? Reporting is easy. You can report in confidence online via our secure online form via 

www.gov.uk/ACT. Alternatively, you can call the police confidentially on 0800 789 321. 

All reports are kept confidential and you can report anonymously. In an emergency always call 999. 

mailto:CommunityEngagement@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
mailto:aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/TVPAylesburyVale/
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/
http://www.stop-cse.org/ssss/
http://www.stop-cse.org/ssss/
mailto:communitysafety@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ACT

